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BANDYUP PRISONER 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.47 pm]:  This week I received a letter from parents in my 
electorate who have a daughter in Bandyup Women’s Prison.  I do not know why she is in Bandyup, but that 
does not really matter in relation to this issue.  I only know that she has been on remand since late May 2003 - 
some 18 months ago.  Her trial should have been heard on 8 November in Broome, but it has been postponed.  
Late in October she was diagnosed as having an aggressive cancerous growth in her breast and her medical 
treatment included 18 weeks of chemotherapy, plus surgery and radiotherapy, which amounted to some eight 
months of treatment.  For some reason her trial date was postponed until after her treatment.  I do not know 
whether that is usual when a prisoner is on remand, and I do not know the circumstances surrounding it.  Her 
parents have told me that their daughter’s chance of survival is between only 25 and 50 per cent.  The correct 
application of treatment is important for her survival.  Her parents told me also that the staff at Bandyup 
Women’s Prison have not been trained to manage her situation.  They are not trained to provide the expert care 
their daughter needs.  The medical unit at the prison has been brought into question, as has the placement of the 
prisoner and issues of hygiene regarding her sharing the toilet and bathing facilities with other prisoners.  The 
parents had applied for bail for their daughter on 30 November.  I do not know whether that has been granted; I 
certainly hope it was. 

On 15 November their daughter started chemotherapy treatment, which lasted from 9.00 am until 2.30 pm.  The 
hospital doctor provided her with anti-nausea medication and has written instructions for the prison medical staff 
to follow.  The instructions for the prison’s medics are given to Australian Integration Management Services 
Corporation Pty Ltd personnel to be delivered to the prison staff.  The daughter then returns to Bandyup prison 
in the back of an AIMS prisoner transport van.  The van is fitted with metal benches and has no seat belts.  
Obviously it has no bucket for her to be ill in.  That is not conducive to someone who has spent a day undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

She was required to return to Royal Perth Hospital at 2.30 pm the next day.  She was woken by prison staff at 
7.00 am and told that she had to return to the hospital.  She queried them and told them that she did not have to 
be at the hospital until 2.30 pm.  The prison staff took no notice of what she said and took her to the hospital 
where she had to wait for six hours while feeling very ill.  After six hours of waiting for treatment, she 
underwent chemotherapy, which made her feel worse. 

On 17 November she became very ill and had a high temperature.  The prison staff gave her the wrong medical 
treatment.  While feeling ill she was told that she had to attend the line-up if she wanted her medication.  On 
Saturday, 25 November she had a high temperature, a swollen, sore stomach and felt nauseous.  She saw the 
doctor who told her she had a respiratory complaint.  However, that went against what the doctor at the Royal 
Perth Hospital had told her.  He said that if she showed those types of symptoms, she should be taken to hospital.  
That did not happen.  Her parents were very concerned and contacted the prison to speak to the doctor, who had 
left by that time.  At 4.30 pm an inmate informed the parents that their daughter had been sent to the hospital.  
Staff at Bandyup prison told the parents that medical staff from the hospital had phoned the parents to let them 
know that their daughter was in hospital; however, the parents deny that that conversation took place.  Her 
parents are obviously extremely concerned that their daughter has been seriously ill for six days.  They want the 
best for their daughter, who is only on remand; she has not been convicted. 

I do not know all the circumstances of the case, but I wonder whether the Leader of the House or Hon Adele 
Farina, for example, could take up the matter with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and give me a 
commitment that the matter will be addressed.  The woman is a human being and should be treated humanely.  I 
hope she has been released on bail; I do not know whether she has.  If she has not been released, it seems that 
some compassion is needed.  I visited Bandyup Women’s Prison some years ago when it was overcrowded.  This 
is a continuing problem.  It is not just this Government’s problem or the Opposition’s problem.  I hope that the 
Government will look into this matter.  I am prepared to give the Leader of the House or Hon Adele Farina the 
letter that was sent to me.  I hope that someone will look into the matter. 

House adjourned at 9.53 pm 
__________ 

 


